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APPLICABILITY: 2002 - 2003 Impreza NUMBER: 10-72-02R
DATE: 07/15/03
SUBJECT: Countermeasure to Prevent Icing in the
Evaporator on Air Conditioned Vehicles
Correction

INTRODUCTION

Thereisapossbility that icing could occur in the evaporator coreof air conditioned equipped
Imprezavehicles. During operation under warm, high humidity conditionsthe customer would notice
adiminished output of air from the dash vents causing the cabin temperaturetorise. Theicing
condition can bediminated by replacing theorigina Thermosensor withanew fin sengtivetype
sensor and placing it inthe proper location.

Thelocation of theorigina Thermosensor will depend onthe production date of thevehicle. In
December 2001, it was moved to theright side of the evaporator. You will replacethe surface
mounted probewith theinterna fin-mounted probeif the condition till existson vehiclesuptothe
production changelistedinthisbulletin.

The part number for the new Thermosensor isP/N 72166FE010 & thePlasticHolder is
P/N 73552FE000. The o-rings needed are P/N 73039FA 100 (1), P/N 73039FA110 (1),
P/N 73561FA040 (2), and P/N 73561FA030 (2); atotal of 6 o-ringsinal.

Production changetook placewith thefollowing Imprezavehicleinformation:

October 2002 Sedan ~3*511336
Wagon ~3*801514

REPAIR PROCEDURE

1) Thisprocedureisdifferent thanwhat isshowninthe servicemanud.

2) Sartby evacuatingtheA/C system.

3) Whilethesystemisevacuating, start removing the (9) screwsand 1 clip that hold the glove box
assembly in place. Removethe connector for theglovebox light. Thisisadifferent typeof clip.
You must lift the end of the connector to get thelocking tab out. Thereisno depressiontabto
push.
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4) RemovetheA pillar lower kick pandl

5) Removethedaytimerunning lightsrelay and bracket asan assembly.

6) Removethedaytimerunninglight control moduleand bracket.

7) Removethehesater control cable, intakeside.

8) Disconnect the heater recirculation door cable.

9) Removethetwo (2) nutsand one (1) bolt that hold the blower assembly in place. The upper
nut ishidden behind thewhitewiretieclip that ismounted to the same stud. At thistime,
disconnect theelectrical connectorsfrom the blower unit. Be careful of the sealing packing
materia ontheunit.

10) Removethefive(5) screwsand one (1) hidden black clip that hold thewhite evaporator cover
tothemain case.

a) Liftthecover guidepinoff then, and removethecover. Itiseasier if you set the heater
control to DEF beforeremoving thecover.

11) Check toinsurethesystemiscompletely discharged.

12) Removethehighandlow pressurelinesfrom the expans on valve block from under thehood on
thefirewall. Thereisone(1) 10mm bolt holding thesetwo linesin place. 1f you areworking on
aWRX, it may beeaser to also remove someof thefirewall lineclipsto gain moreclearance. If
thereisnot enough clearance, you may need to removetheair box or intercooler onturbo
models.

13) Removetwo (2) 4mmAlan screwsfromthe samelocation, Thesearefound after thelinesare
removed. Do not remove the a uminum block at thistime. It must comeout from theinside.

14) From under the dash you can now removetheexpansion vaveblock (goldin color), followed
by the a uminum block previoudy mentioned. Cover openingsto prevent contamination and
catch any oil that may leak out to prevent customer complaints.

15) You can now dlidethe evaporator out to the right with the Thermosensor probe attached. Work
it out dowly because the wiring harness attached above the evaporator on the top of the dash
will beintheway.

16) Removetheold surface mounted Thermosensor and discard it. Replaceit withthenew style
internal Thermosensor P/N 72166FE010 and Plastic Holder P/N 73552FE000 at the new
location asshowninthepictureinthisbulletin. Themeta Thermosensor and clip goesinthe
eighth row from theright and 30 mm up from the bottom fin. Assembl e the Thermosensor and
theplastic holder first, then push them both into position. Theplastic tab goesto theright of the
metal Thermosensor inthe seventh row.

17) Replaceall six (6) of theo-ringsaslisted on page oneof thisbulletin onthe highand low
pressurelinesand the expansiion valve.

18) After theevaporator isreinstalled and thelinesare secured, test theintegrity of the sealsby
pulling and holding avacuum onthe system. Thisisdonebeforethefina assembly.

19) Thewhitecover must be sealed from thelower corner where the Thermosensor wiregoes
through to thetop sideasfar asyou can reach. Failureto dothiswill causewater to leak out
onthecarpets.

20) Assemblyisinthereverseorder of disassembly.
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INSTALLATION LOCATION OF THERMOSENSOR
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probe 30mm up
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bottom fin.
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CLAIM REIMBURSEMENT /WARRANTY INFORMATION

For vehicleswithin thewarranty period, thisrepair can be claimed using thefollowing warranty
information:

LABOR DESCRIPTION OPERATION NUMBER FAIL CODE LABOR TIME
Thermister Relocation A015-335 CUK-48 1.2
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