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Introduction
In the event you encounter a customer complaint that the paint is flaking from the back of the 
muffler, the following repair procedure needs to be performed in lieu of replacing the muffler. 
Please be aware that the paint on the rear of the muffler is for cosmetic purposes only.

Material Needed
•	 Wire brush
•	 220 grit sandpaper
•	 Can of Dupli-Color High Heat (1200º F) flat black spray paint, available at local auto part  
	 stores or a can of Krylon High Heat (1200º F) BBQ & Stove flat black spray paint,  
	 available at local hardware stores. 

Note: One can is sufficient for 5 repairs. 

    

CAUTION: VEHICLE SERVICING PERFORMED BY UNTRAINED PERSONS COULD 
RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY TO THOSE PERSONS OR TO OTHERS.

Subaru Service Bulletins are intended for use by professional technicians ONLY. They are written to inform those technicians of 
conditions that may occur in some vehicles, or to provide information that could assist in the proper servicing of the vehicle. Properly 
trained technicians have the equipment, tools, safety instructions, and know-how to do the job correctly and safely. If a condition 
is described, DO NOT assume that this Service Bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that your vehicle will have that condition.

	NUMBER:	 09-46-07 
	 DATE:	 03/08/07

	APPLICABILITY:	 2006~07MY Forester Vehicles
	 SUBJECT:	 Muffler, Paint Flaking

SERVICE  BULLETIN

ATTENTION:

GENERAL MANAGER  ❏
PARTS MANAGER  ❏
CLAIMS PERSONNEL  ❏
SERVICE MANAGER  ❏

IMPORTANT - All 
Service Personnel 
Should Read and 
Initial in the boxes 
provided, right.

PROUD PARTNER 

continued...



Page �				                   Bulletin Number: 09-46-07;  Date: 03/08/07

repair procedure
1.	 Example of paint flaking from the back of the muffler. 

Caution: Permit muffler to cool down before proceeding.   

2.	 Support exhaust with screw jack and remove muffler from rubber mounting.	

Muffler removed from 
rubber mounting.

Note: Safety glasses and a respiratory mask should be worn. 

3.	 Tape off the muffler using paper as illustrated.
4.	 Use a wire brush to remove the lose paint, followed up by using 220 grit sand paper to  
		 rough-up the finish. 
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5.	 Make sure the surface is free from sanding dust, dirt, oil and grease. A tack rag or 
		 cleaning solvent may be used.   

Note: Make sure to read and follow the cautions and instructions on the can before 
painting the muffler. 

6.	 Carefully paint the muffler, avoiding overspray; a second coat may be required.

7.	 Remove tape and paper, reinstall muffler to rubber mounting.
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Claim Reimbursement/Warranty Information

For vehicles within the Basic New Car Limited Warranty period, this repair may be claimed 
using: 

Labor Description Labor Operation Fail Code Labor Time 

MUFFLER, REAR 
SURFACE REFINISHING

A229-288 EAE-64 0.4

 
Note: Up to $2.00 may be charged out in sublet to cover the cost of the paint and 
materials.


